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stubble to turnips, and turnips to stubble, quite after the
manner of old days, to the high appreciation of Colonel
Dicldns, one of the house-party, and myself.

When in town I did my best to see what could be done
to check my old friend, the then Marquis Townshend, of
the extravagant tendency he had developed of giving away
his money with both hands to all who came to him, and,
telling a harrowing tale, asked for assistance. I had known
him intimately when I was a boy and before I went out to
India, and knew that his extravagances did not run, like
many of his class, to the turf or cards. But he had de-
veloped these other extravagances almost as ruinous. In
his not-always-well-considered generosity Lord Townshend
occasionally, it is to be hoped, did some good in relieving
here and there a deserving case. But there is no doubt
he was frequently imposed upon, and that much money
went to undeserving persons. The mischief caused by in-
discriminate charity is undoubted. Still, if occasionally
some deserving case is relieved, or some poor sufferer goes
away with a shilling or so, feeling that the rich man is
not always so deaf to entreaty as represented, then some
good may result, even if the measure is not large. Lord
Townshend was painfully impressed by his responsibilities
in respect to the poor, arising from his being a rich man
and having a great title. Undoubtedly he carried the idea
too far, and helped to ruin himself without doing the good
that carefully administered charity might have secured. But
all that he did was done most unselfishly and with the
highest motives. Some of my time then was taken up,
at his mother's earnest request, in trying to put on the
brake, and to introduce more economical methods. And
for the moment I had some hope of success. This I at
least saw, that many of the poor, even those who imposed
upon him, had a great respect, not for his cunning, per-
haps, but for his undoubted kindness and generosity. It
"Was said, I remember, by some socialistic agitator of the
time, that if the poor broke out and despoiled the houses